Apolipoprotein E polymorphisms and Parkinson's disease.
The apolipoprotein E (APOE) gene polymorphism has been studied in Parkinson's disease (PD) with conflicting results. Recently, a newly described functional polymorphism in the regulatory region of the APOE gene, (-491 A/T), has been associated with late-onset Alzheimer's disease. We studied the association between these two polymorphisms of the APOE gene with PD in a sample of 126 PD patients and in 119 controls from the same geographic background. Allelic and genotypic frequencies were not different between PD cases and population controls for either the APOE or -491 A/T polymorphism. The age at onset of the disease was not different according to the specific genotypes of the two polymorphisms of the APOE gene.